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	Woodland Questionnaire


Dear 

Please find below a Woodland Questionnaire as discussed. The purpose of this questionnaire is two-fold;

· It is designed to help you define your woodland aims and help in future management decisions

· When combined with a survey and our woodland knowledge, it will provide us with the necessary information to enable us to compile an initial woodland management plan (WMP)

Some terms are highlighted with * where there is an explanation at the end of the document
	Name of Woodland
	

	Location
	

	Major Tree species
	


Main purpose/activities

Please give in indication of the level of interest you have in the following (1=No interest to 10=High priority) Please Tick

	
	1
	2
	3
	4
	5
	6
	7
	8
	9
	10

	Commercial timber
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Amenity & recreation
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Provide privacy & isolation
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Wildlife conservation
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Increase bio-diversity
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Sustainable Woodland Management*
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Produce woodland products e.g. charcoal, hurdles, poles, firewood
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Game shooting & sport
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Livestock grazing, chickens, ducks e.t.c.
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Areas of non-intervention
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	


n.b. these are not at all mutually exclusive, some contain elements of each other and in reality woodland management could very well be a blend of all or some of these things

Use this area to write down any further information i.e. particular interests, activities, aims, that help clarify your levels of interest above

	


Health & Safety

If the woodland is in regular use for amenity and/or if there is road side frontage/public access/pedestrians there will be health and safety considerations in certain areas or along boundaries

Tick if these apply and give details where appropriate


	
	Tick
	Details

	Roadside frontage
	
	

	Adjacent public or neighbour access
	
	

	Areas of amenity (Camping, family, picnic, bbq, school visits e.t.c.)
	
	


Short term vision

Are there immediate aims or objectives that are apparent.

Things to consider;

· Improving access & creating tracks?

· Water & Drainage?

· Fencing?

· Clearings/picnic areas?

· Are there areas that require coppicing?

· Commercial activities i.e. thinning, brashing, beating up*?

· Is there a deer/squirrel/rabbit problem?

· Dangerous trees or fallen trees?

· Gates?

· Bridges?

Immediate aims & objectives?
	


n.b. If not immediately apparent, a survey and your own time spent in the woods over the years will help to identify if any or some of the above are applicable. It is a good idea not to undertake extensive works or changes until you have spent at least one whole year with a woodland and experienced what occurs and where throughout the seasons 

Medium Term Vision

Have you anything in mind over the next 5-20 years

Things to consider

· Replanting and/or natural regeneration

· Felling

· Applying for woodland grant scheme

· Creating an ‘edge’ to the woodland*

· Planting hedges or barrier screens for privacy or wildlife

	


Long term vision

It is likely that you have an intended use for your woodland now and in the short term, but where do you envision your woodland in 100 years time. It is important to consider this as decisions made now will influence what happens in the future of your woodland and influences any management plan made.

Things to consider;

· Will it have the same tree species?

· Will it contain commercial timber trees?

· Will there be a pond or lake?

· Will it be a private nature reserve?

Where do you see your woodland in 100 years time?
	


Yours Sincerely,

Martin Hügi

* Explanation of terms

Sustainable woodland management – Usually considered to be an all encompassing use of the woodland where activities usually include a blend of charcoal burning, coppicing, green woodworking, bio-fuels, food production (nuts & fruit), furniture making e.t.c. undertaken in such a way as to not impact on the short or long term health of the woodland, but you use materials in a cyclical and sustainable manner.

Thinning – Careful and systematic removal of poor specimen trees to create more space for better quality trees to grow.

Brashing – Removal of the lower branches to encourage straight knot-free timber

Beating up – Replanting trees that have failed after early planting

Edge effect – Edges of woodlands provide a rich area for increased biodiversity. A whole range of plants and wildlife colonise the edges of habitats bringing in further wildlife. Sometimes it is possible to create or add an ‘edge’ to a woodland to encourage an increase in biodiversity and interest value.
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